
Still a Dog Fight vividly demonstrates why Burris Jenkins, Jr. enjoyed such a successful career as a 

commercial illustrator.  The dynamic composition of intersecting diagonals leads the eye back and forth 

while vigorous cross-hatching creates dramatic shifts from light to dark.  The artist convincingly conjures 

the illusion of looking down on the scene from a dizzying height with a quickly sketched landscape at the 

bottom in which a river stretches out to the horizon.  Twelve aircraft crowd into the picture, often seen 

from unusual angles, evoking a chaotic aerial battle, with the caption in block capitals above reading “Still 

A Dog Fight!!”  To depict the combat, Jenkins may have drawn upon his experience of serving as a war 

correspondent during World War II, and the bold graphic style is in the spirit of American comic books. 

 

The pilots of three of the closest aircraft can be seen 

in open cockpits, one plane is labeled “Brooklyn 

Dodgers” and the two others are partially identified 

as representing the New York Giants and the New 

York Yankees.  The Giants pilot is shouting “We’re 

still in the league, eh, pal ?!”, to which the Brooklyn 

pilot responds, “You Zed It !!”, while the Yankee pilot 

cries “Me, Too, Chums!”, as indicated by word 

balloons near each figure.  In the background, several 

other planes are shown in the throes of crashing, 

with smoke trailing behind them as they fall to earth, 

and in their smoke trails can be read “Red’s Defeat”, 

“Pirates Defeat” and “Detroit Defeat”.  One other 

plane is identified as being the “Phil. Athletics”. 

 

The entire drawing is contained within an irregularly shaped margin, with right angles, which was a 

standard format for such drawings, allowing editors of the newspaper for which this was intended to 

place columns of text.  Notes along the margin seem to give indications about how the work should be 

reproduced or what text might go along side it in the newspaper; and at top can faintly be seen in 

script “July 30”.  These marks, as well as an engraving order slip on the verso of this sheet indicate that 

this is a finished drawing, intended to be reproduced in a newspaper. 

 



While further research is needed to determine when and if this work actually ran in a daily, some 

reasonable guesses can be made.  Firstly, the aircraft seem to date from World War II; the imagery of 

dogfights in the sky strongly suggests that this work dates from after this conflict.  After the 1957 

season, the Dodgers left Brooklyn, meaning that this work has to refer to events prior to 1958.  The 

“July 30” date may provide another clue.  On July 29th, 1951, the New York Giants swept a double-

header from the Cincinnati Reds, 3-1 and 6-4, to complete a four-game sweep on the road.  On July 

31st, the Brooklyn Dodgers beat the Pittsburgh Pirates 8-3, to win their tenth game in a row.  

Meanwhile, the Yankees beat Detroit on July 30th of the same year, 5-4.  At that point, the three New 

York teams were on top of the standings.  Might all the carnage depicted refer to the winning streaks 

all three teams were enjoying?  At no other time at the end of July between 1945 and 1957 were the 

three New York teams playing the Reds, Pirates and Tigers respectively. 

 

Another fact supports dating this work to 1951.  In early July of that year, the Dodgers swept the 

Giants in a double-header, building a seven game lead on their rivals.  Their manager, Chuck Dressen 

famously proclaimed to a reporter after the sweep that “The Giants is dead.”  This statement was 

widely published, as the Dodgers and Giants were battling for first place in the National League at the 

time.  Baseball obsessed New Yorkers interpreted this as Brooklyn’s rebuttal to a remark made by a 

Giants manager in 1934, who, when asked his opinion of the Dodger’s prospects that season asked 

“Are they still in the league?”…the very words used by Jenkins in this drawing.  (The reply of ‘You Zed 

It’ is more mysterious; it may simply be the artist’s attempt to evoke a Brooklyn accent). 

 

If this work does indeed date from 1951, then Jenkins was quite prescient.  The Giants, trailing the 

Dodgers by 12 ½ games in August, went on a legendary hot streak, winning 37 of their last 44 games to 

catch the Brooklyn team, forcing a three-game playoff to decide who would win the pennant.  After 

splitting the first two games, the Giant’s Bobby Thompson hit a three-run home-run in the bottom of 

the ninth inning to secure a 5-4 come-from-behind victory…”The Shot Heard ‘Round The World”.  

Equally as prescient was the depiction of the Yankees lurking; they were in the middle of winning five 

straight World Series titles, and defeated the Giants in 1951, and then the Dodgers in 1952 and 1953.  

In 1954, the New York Giants won the series, and in 1955, the Dodgers won the only World Series title 

during their tenure in Brooklyn, finally defeating the Yanks.  It is remarkable that between 1947 and 

1958, there was at least one New York team in the series in every year but one. 

 



One striking aspect of this drawing is that the three rivals are 

shown as being remarkably friendly.  The pilots seem to be 

smiling and do not appear to be attempting to take aim on 

each other, despite the rabid hatred of each fan base for the 

other two teams.  Perhaps Burris was referencing the fact that 

most New York baseball fans see their city as existing in the 

center of the universe of the sport.   

 

While we do not know the exact moment that this work refers 

to, it is clearly an artifact from a golden era in New York 

history, when the city had three powerful baseball teams atop 

the standings, and the Subway Series was an annual event. 

 

 

 

 


